
Lost and Found
WA R M - U P 1.  Did you ever get lost as a child?  Or do you know 

 someone who got lost?  Tell us about it.

2.  Have you ever lost something of value?  
 What happened?  Did you ever fi nd it?

3. In school, what were you known for?  Why?

PERSONAL
APPLICATION

1.  Do you feel you are spiritually lost?  Do you 
 believe God is seeking you out?

2.  Where do you base your identity?  Are there 
 things in your past that make you base your 
 identity on them?  Do you see yourself the way 
 God does? 

3.  Think of people around you who you would 
 normally not associate with.  Ask God to help you 
 see them the way He does.  

P R AY E R On the space provided below, record prayer requests 
and answers to prayer.
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W O R D “. . . The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. 
Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD 
looks at the heart.”

1 Samuel 16:7

In a culture where people are often judged by their 
looks or social status, God sees people through a 
different standard. The story of Zachchaeus in Luke 
19:1-10 is a testament to the reality that though man 
looks at the outward appearance, Jesus looks at the 
heart. In this lesson, we will look at how people 
saw Zacchaeus, and how encountering Jesus changed 
his life. 

1. A Rich Tax Collector
A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a 
chief tax collector and was wealthy.

Luke 19:2

People saw Zacchaeus based on his profession and 
economic status. Because he was a rich tax collector, 
he was considered corrupt, religiously unclean, 
and a political traitor. Have there been times when 
you’ve related to people differently because of their 
economic status or profession?  Why does the 
condition of being spiritually lost equalize everyone 
in God’s eyes?  (Romans 3:23)

2. A Short Jewish Guy
He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a short man 
he could not, because of the crowd. 

Luke 19:3

Zacchaeus’s physical characteristics and ethnicity 
was a source of limitation, and most probably of 
ridicule.   But his desire to see God did not hinder 
him (Luke 19:4).  Were there times when your 

physical attributes or your ethnicity became a source 
of limitation or ridicule?   

3. A Sinner
5When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to 
him,  “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at 
your house today.” . . .  7All the people saw this and began 
to mutter,  “He has gone to be the guest of a ‘sinner.’”

Luke 19:5,7

Zacchaeus was labeled a sinner, but by inviting 
Himself to Zacchaeus’s house, Jesus was making a 
public declaration of friendship and acceptance. 
Why would Jesus associate with known sinners? 
(See Mark 2:15-17.) 

4. A Child of God 
9Jesus said to him,  “Today salvation has come to this 
house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham.  10For 
the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.” 

Luke 19:9,10

Though people judged Zacchaeus for many different 
reasons, Jesus saw the condition of his heart—he was 
lost and needed to be found.        

When Zacchaeus encountered Jesus, he made a 
decision to do what is right before God (Luke 19:8).  
How has your life changed since you 
encountered God?
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